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Relationships between seed yield and plant characteristics in synthetic cultivars
and elite ecotypes of fennel (Foeniculum vulgare Mill.) under drought stress
conditions
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Table 1. Fennel cultivars used in the experiment

o) ooleds
Origin clise No. Synthetic cultivars S o1
Fasa (W 12674  Synthetic early maturity 0385 S
Moghan oke 13297  Synthetic medium maturity 0ke St
Meshkin shahr b i 10580  Synthetic late maturity oo St
Khash Sl 22084
Rafsanjan Ol 23038
Hajiabad ST 2= 26867
Qazvin s 23793
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Table 2. Plant characteristics of fennel cultivars

No Plant characteristics 28 ok, No. Plant characteristics A8 Slis
1 Plant height (cm) sppw,l 11 Number of seeds.umbel”! S 3 &l sldws
2 Seed viability (%) awbos 12 1000 seed weight (g) 4l )l 05
3 Number of nodes o £ sl 13 Middle internodes length (cm) Ly o Sila J b
4 Pedicil length (cm) K> 14 Terminal internodes length (cm) sle o Sla b
5 Number of branch <ol 15 Essential oil content (%) bl Ol e
6 Number of leaves ¢, sl 16  Essential oil yield (kg.ha™) bl s Ses
7 Stem diameter (cm) 4l ks 17 Biological yield (kg.ha™) 5 g 5 Shas
8  Umbel diameter (cm) J& ks 18  Harvest index (%) Cils , Lasls
9  Number of umbels s sl 19 Seed yield (kg.ha™) 4l 5 Shes
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Table 3. Seed yield and yield reduction rate in fennel cultivars under normal and drought stress conditions

Seed yield (kg.ha') wls > Slas

S Os S AR Ol e
Fennl cultivars SLjl, e, Yp Ys Reduction (%)
Fasa Lé 1075.1 755.7 -30
Rafsanjan Ol 830.1 618.8 -25
Synthetic early maturity 38 St 1181.6 848.8 -28
Khash S 2107.3 1037.0 -50
Moghan Olke 1719.1 906.1 -47
Meshkinshahr e S 2208.1 1091.9 -50
Synthetic medium maturity . 0obe ¢S 2357.1 1081.5 -54
Ghazvin R 484.4 452.7 -7
Hajiabad ST 1576.3 571.8 -64
Synthetic late maturity oo > S s 908.7 577.8 -36
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Table 4. Genotypic correlation coefficients (below diameter) and phenotypic correlation coefficients (above diameter) of plant characteristics

of fennel cultivars in non-stress conditions

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

1 1 -0.92* 0.78 0.01 0.20 0.78* 0.12 -0.25 0.24 -0.48 0.34 -0.11 -0.73" 0.67* 0.46 0.06 0.65" -0.71° 0.00 -0.70°
2 -1.00 1 -0.66" -0.10 -0.21 -0.62° -0.03 0.37 0.01 0.57 -0.11 0.21 0.63* -0.73" -0.55 0.17 -0.36 0.81" 0.24 0.78"
3 0.85™ -0.95* 1 -0.40 0.55 0.86™ 0.54 0.21 0.64" -0.10 0.53 -0.28 -0.91°* 0.22 0.64" 0.39 0.75* -0.47 0.29 -0.44
4 -0.06 -0.26 -0.52 1 -0.60° -0.26 -0.64" -0.46 -0.75* -0.67° -0.49 0.55 0.57 0.70* 0.02 -0.73* -0.54 -0.39 -0.71*" -0.38
5 0.21 -0.43 0.67° -0.80*" 1 0.50 0.59 0.71* 0.63* 0.50 0.50 -0.07 -0.49 -0.18 0.19 0.54 0.43 0.14 0.52 0.21
6 0.85™ -0.80*" 0.94* -0.29 0.54 1 0.28 0.17 0.52 -0.20 0.34 -0.04 -0.81°*" 0.37 0.33 0.23 0.70* -0.47 0.21 -0.51
7 -0.05 -0.48 0.59 -1.00* 0.69" 0.33 1 0.60" 0.81* 0.57 0.76™ -0.29 -0.50 -0.42 0.37 0.72* 0.52 0.25 0.61° 0.38
8 -0.33 0.43 0.24 -0.52 0.77* 0.16 0.72* 1 0.70* 0.81* 0.59 0.20 -0.17 -0.43 -0.16 0.72* 0.33 0.65" 0.75* 0.63"
9 0.27 0.03 0.69" -0.80*" 0.72* 0.54 0.88" 0.72* 1 0.70* 0.87* -0.16 -0.64" -0.41 0.09 0.92* 0.84 0.34 0.88™ 0.36
10 -0.77* 0.93* -0.21 -1.00* 0.86™ -0.21 0.73* 1.00™ 0.88" 1 0.56 -0.06 -0.02 -0.76*" -0.41 0.79* 0.25 0.90™ 0.83* 0.88"
11 0.38 -0.10 0.55 -0.58 0.59 0.35 0.79* 0.63™ 0.92* 0.76™ 1 -0.03 -0.49 -0.18 0.07 0.89™ 0.82* 0.31 0.83* 0.36
12 -0.19 0.20 -0.32 0.66 -0.11 -0.06 -0.53 0.18 -0.23 0.03 -0.05 1 0.46 0.34 -0.25 -0.05 -0.10 0.15 -0.02 0.21
13 -0.85* 0.77* -1.00* 0.58 -0.63° -0.87*" -0.76*" -0.16 -0.69*" 0.00 -0.53 0.60" 1 -0.11 -0.41 -0.45 -0.77* 0.32 -0.40 0.39
14 0.69" -1.00* 0.17 0.76 -0.35 0.43 -0.95*" -0.58 -0.46 -1.00 -0.20 0.49 -0.18 1 0.25 -0.50 0.00 -0.73* -0.51 -0.75*
15 0.49 -0.82* 0.73™ 0.04 0.24 0.38 0.44 -0.23 0.06 -0.55 0.09 -0.41 -0.47 0.32 1 -0.11 0.10 -0.66" -0.30 -0.47
16 0.03 0.19 0.44 -0.77* 0.69" 0.26 0.94* 0.76™ 0.97* 1.00* 0.99* -0.10 -0.48 -0.64"" -0.18 1 0.76™ 0.58 0.98* 0.58
17 0.65" -0.53 0.82* -0.63° 0.54 0.74* 0.61° 0.35 0.91* 0.20 0.89™ -0.15 -0.85*" -0.07 0.10 0.82* 1 -0.01 0.72* -0.03
18 -0.77* 1.00™ -0.49 -0.38 0.22 -0.50 0.39 0.72* 0.37 1.00* 0.40 0.18 0.34 -0.89*" -0.78* 0.59 0.03 1 0.67* 0.93*
19 -0.03 0.29 0.32 -0.75 0.65" 0.23 0.74* 0.79* 0.94* 0.89* 0.89™ -0.04 -0.42 -0.64" -0.36 0.98" 0.77* 0.68" 1.00 0.61°
20 -0.94* 1.00™ -0.59 -0.52 0.27 -0.61° 0.77* 0.82 0.50 1.00* 0.57 0.30 0.53 -1.00"" -0.68"" 0.71" 0.17 1.00™ 0.74* 1.00

* and **: Significant at 5% and 1% probability levels, respectively
Names of plant characteristics related to each number, have been presented in table 2
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Table 5. Genotypic correlation coefficients (below diameter) and phenotypic correlation coefficients (above diameter) of plant characteristics of fennel

cultivars in drought stress conditions

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
1 1 -0.49 0.88"" -0.64° 0.78" 091  0.09 -0.21 0.56 -0.19 0.16 -0.55 -0.70*  -0.44 0.771 0.24 0.76  -0.54  0.09 -0.53
2 -0.80" 1 -0.44 0.52 -0.18 -0.48 0.35 0.46 -0.07 0.49 -0.10 0.51 0.52 0.44 -0.26  0.26 -0.56 0.79" 0.33 0.80°"
3 1.00** -0.52 1 -0.73™  0.70* 0.92 0.06 -0.17 0.67 -0.36 -0.08 -0.72"  -0.79* -0.54 0.77" 0.23 0.82"  -0.62° 0.08 -0.65°
4 -1.00™ 0.68" -0.82* 1 -0.34 -0.50 0.29 0.45 -0.57 0.56 0.30 0.47 093 0.87" -027 -0.09 -0.67° 0.54 -0.05  0.64"
5 0.89*" -0.25 0.77* -0.49 1 0.82"  0.59 0.22 0.65° 0.20 0.20 -0.34 -0.54 -0.16  0.51 0.54 0.74  -026 042 -0.25
6 1.00** -0.59 1.00*" -0.61° 0.88"" 1 0.30 0.03 0.66*  -0.07 0.25 -0.65"  -0.63° -0.28 0.76 0.37 0.86™ -0.53  0.20 -0.51
7 -0.08 0.34 0.01 0.39 0.66™ 0.24 1 0.87° 0.55 0.85  0.53 0.18 0.08 0.49 -0.07  0.86" 0.34 0.46 0.83" 047
8 -0.58 0.60° -0.25 0.48 0.16 -0.07 1.00** l. 0.34 0.88"  0.49 0.31 0.31 0.6* -0.23  0.70°  0.06 0.62 0.72 0.59
9 0.67° -0.10 0.73 -0.69° 0.68" 0.71° 0.66" 0.36 1 0.22 0.18 -0.32 -0.69 -0.27  0.18 0.81 0.84 -0.05  0.75 -0.12
10 -0.48 0.55 -0.43 0.54 0.20 -0.05 1.18 1.16 0.26 1 0.68 0.51 0.44 0.71 -0.35  0.71 -0.06 0.75 0.74 0.77
11 0.05 -0.26 -0.11 0.32 0.12 0.22 0.69° 0.54 0.15 0.90*" 1 0.36 0.31 0.56 -0.09  0.48 0.15 0.39 0.45 0.42
12 -0.95" 0.64" -0.84* 0.53 -0.43 -0.86"  0.17 0.32 -0.32 0.57 0.42 1 0.65 0.53 -0.71  0.07 -0.62 0.82 0.21 0.76*"
13 -0.95" 0.6°0 -0.84* 1.00* -0.62°  -0.73"  0.04 0.32 -0.74* 0.47 0.37 0.72° 1 0.83" -034 -024 -0.83" 0.62° -0.17 0.69°
14 -0.71° 0.52 -0.64° 1.02 -0.23 -0.36 0.57 0.77"  -0.39 0.80*  0.73" 0.63" 096 1 -0.27  0.13 -0.43 0.58 0.15 0.62
15 0.93** -0.30 0.94* -0.47 0.55 1.00**  -0.07 -0.28 0.19 -0.58 -0.09 -0.82"  -0.42 -0.36 1 -0.10 040 -0.57  -0.28  -0.49
16 0.28 0.27 0.29 -0.13 0.62 0.45 1.00** 1.00** 0.97* 0.82  0.57 0.05 -0.25 0.19 -0.26 1 0.53 0.43 0.98* 041
17 0.85* -0.78* 0.89" -0.81™  0.79* 092  0.24 -0.02 091  -0.11 0.07 -0.87  -0.95" -0.59 0.56 0.61 1 -0.52 041 -0.55
18 -0.68" 095  -0.66" 0.65° -0.25 -0.56 0.72° 0.82  -0.01 0.89  0.48 096  0.72° 0.72*  -0.72° 0.42 -0.54 1 0.54 0.98°*
19 0.07 0.38 0.10 -0.07 0.48 0.21 085 0.96°" 0.77* 0.86"  0.52 0.17 -0.16 0.21 -0.38  1.00 0.46 0.53 1 0.52
20 -0.72* 1.14 -0.75 0.83"  -0.29 -0.61 0.98°" 0.96 -0.12 0.99  0.53 1.05 091 091" -0.83 0.29 -0.59 1.00" 0.44 1
wk o kok

* and **: Significant at 5% and 1% probability levels, respectively
Names of plant characteristics related to each number, have been presented in table 2
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Table 6. Stepwise regression analysis for seed yield and other plant characteristics in fennel cultivars in non-

stress conditions

Step Plant characteristics A8 Sl a Bl B2 B3 B4 R?
1 Number of umbels s olas -697.15 138.61 0.76
2 Number of umbelets oS sl -2421.05  91.89 121.48 0.90
3 Stem diameter Sl ks -998.26 138.97 131.20  -2533.62 0.95
4 Number of seeds.umbels™ S s alalds -952.44 99.04- 130.28  2837.23- 222 098
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Table 7. Stepwise regression analysis for seed yield and other plant characteristics in fennel cultivars in

drought stress conditions

Step  Plant characteristics a8 ol a Bl B2 B3 R?
1 Stemdiameter Sl ks 44474 167875 0.69
2 Number of umbels ol -500.36 0 1212.65 36.58 0.80
3 Number of nodes o8 sl 274.55 674.47 84.40  -96.20 0.95
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Table 8. Direct (on diameter) and indirect (out of diameter) effects from path analysis for seed yield in fennel cultivars in non-stress conditions

s sl &S o sl aslo b3 o il sl 6l 5 Sles b ;..Mh
Step Plant characteristics 2 Slis Number of umbels ~ Number of umbellate  Stem diameter ~ Number of seeds. Umbels'  Correlation with seed yield
1 Stem diameter P W] -0.15 0.59 0.15 0.08 0.74
2 Number of umbels Sl -0.12 0.83 0.18 0.09 0.94
3 Number of umbellate &S i sl -0.11 0.73 0.20 0.20 0.89
4 Number of seeds.umbels™ 3 4l sl -0.12 0.76 0.15 0.10 0.89
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Table 9. Direct (on diameter) and indirect (out of diameter) effects from path analysis for seed yield

in fennel cultivars in drought stress conditions

sl s o 5 slaws JONRR a3 s Shee b Ssen
Plant characteristics AE Slis Stem diameter Number of nodes Number of umbels Correlation with seed yield
Number of nodes o 8 slaws -0.57 0.03 0.65 0.1
Stemdiameter Bl o3 -0.05 0.35 0.55 0.85
Number of umbels o sl -0.38 0.20 0.96 0.77
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Relationships between seed yield and plant characteristics in synthetic
cultivars and elite ecotypes of fennel (Foeniculum vulgare Mill.) under drought

stress conditions
Akbari, A.l, A. Izadi-Darbandz, K. Bahmani’ and H.A. Ramshini*

ABSTRACT
Akbari, A., A. Izadi-Darband, K. Bahmani and H.A. Ramshini. 2016. Relationships between seed yield and plant

characteristics in synthetic cultivars and elite ecotypes of fennel (Foeniculum vulgare Mill.) under drought stress conditions.

Iranian Journal of Crop Sciences. 17(4):301 -314. (In Persian).

This experiment was conducted using three synthetic cultivars and their seven parental populations at two
different conditions including: non-stress and drought stress. The experiment was carried out using randomized
complete block design with three replications at the Research Field of Aboureyhan Campus, University of
Tehran, Iran, in 2013. Analysis of variance showed that there were significant differences between genotypes for
all traits in two experiments. The highest seed yield in normal irrigation belonged to medium-maturity synthetic
cultivar and Meshkinshahr with 2357 and 2208 kg.ha, respectively. However, in drought stress condition the
highest seed yield obtained from Meshkinshahr and medium-maturity synthetic cultivar with 1091 and 1081.5
kg.ha’l, respectively. Genotypic correlations in non-stress condition between seed yield with umbel diameter
(r=0.79""), number of umbels (r=0.94""), number of umbellate (r=0.89"") and number of seed umbel™ (1=0.89™)
were positive and highly significant. In drought stress condition condition also the genotypic correlation between
seed yield with umbel diameter (r=0.96""), number of umbels (r=0.77 ), number of umbellate (r=0.86"") and
stem diameter (r=0.85 ) were positive and highly significant. Results of stepwise regression analysis revealed
that in non-stress conditions number of umbels, number of umbellate, number of seed umbel” and stem
diameter, and in drought stress conditions number of umbels, stem diameter and number of nodes were identified
as independent variables that explained variations in seed yield. Path analysis for seed yield also indicated that in
both non-stress and drought stress conditions number of umbels had the highest direct positive effect. It is
concluded that in normal and drought stress conditions, number of umbels is the most important trait for

selection of fennel genotypes with high seed yield.

Keywords: Drought stress, Fennel, Path analysis, Stepwise regression and Synthetic cultivar.
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